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Assembly  Rooms , Llandovery, 


) 


To  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Llandovery. 


Mr.  Mayer  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  death  of  your  late  esteemed  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Dr,  J.  T.  Price,  I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1951. 

I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  the 
excellent  service  rendered  by  the  late  Dr,  Price  and  also  by  his  son 
Dr.  Eric  Price  who  succeeded  him  and  continued  the  work  until  D was 
appointed  in  April  of  this  year. 


Statistics  and  Social  Condition  of  the  Area. 


Area 

Population 


, Live  Births 


Comparability  Factors 


...  ...  1,266 

...  ...  1 , S3  o 

110 
353 

9 males  9 females 
No  deaths  under  1 year 


acre  s 

(all  ages)  (Census) 
( 0 - 4yrs) 

( 5 -14  yrs) 

Deaths  M,  16 
P , 17 


Births  1.08 
Deaths  0.85 


Dipthefeia  immunisation  Pull  primary  0-4yrs  17 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  580 

" " Unhabited  Houses  ...  ...  8 (houses  in  rows  to  b^ 

be  demolished  but 
now  partly  occupied) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £7349 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £ 27 


Births. 


Ra±s_p_e.r_; 


Live  Births  - Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


8,85  as  compared  with' 15,5 
England  and  Wales 

M E 

18  9 9 

Nil  Nil  Nil 


for 


Still  Births  - • Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Nil  Nil  Nil 

Nil  Nil  Nil 


Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  population  16.2  as  compared  with  12,5  for  England 


Deaths  total 

33 

and 

M 

16 

Wale  s . 
E 
17 

Total 

M.~ 

E . 

Cancer 

3 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

' 4 

1 

Coronary  Diseases 

4 

1 

3 

Heart  and  othe  Diseases 

11 

5 

6 

deaths  C o n t inue d 


Other  circullatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Bronchitis 


Other  ill  defined  diseases 
Accidents 


Total 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 


33 


Infectious  Diseases 


M.  F. 

2 1 
1 1 
2 

1 

1 1 


16  17 


No  officially  infectioutdiseases. 


National  Assistance  Act  194fi 
Section  47  ~ “ 


As  the  result  of  an  inspection  carried  out  on  No.  6 Kinss  Arms  qtr>pp 

Mrs°UTaT1p1M1?  a De“olltion  0rae:f  operative,  and  on  the  occupier 
Mrs.  Jane  Minor  it  was  certified  that  she  was  living  in  insanitarv 

receivingSfrvn  tc  devote  to  herself,  and  was  not 

not  go  to  the  Comity  Co^c?l  Hom^for^e  age^f vol^^Uy  1geW0Ul 

anrderrhS°rIldvet0hea?Pt^  Sis^oS^  °f  S”y  J*i^ioattoa  for 

n.  control  of  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council 
in^her he  w°home f lnformally  lndicade  is  Reasonably  happy 

Water  Supply 

The  Water  Supply  is  obtained  from  the  collection  of  three  erring 

trlh^ij:  o^hiT^r 

approximately  13,000  yds  long  3f"  diameter  cast  iron  Pine 

othSC5000SgalslrmakingU?  °n?  100  ’ 000  «als  and  *he 

an  its  route , Aehrunk 

|rXmdS  “ Distrio  Nand  one 

13,000  gals  toily  making  the  total  amount  of  AvaSahle^ter  Supply 
o?StJhan  N6  rerage  daily  °onsumption  resulNng  in  le  tonin^  off 
the^SthXAnd  tto  £^UfV°V  PSriJd  °f  H 

sxahl~  t0 

reduced  byhorro  siS^  due  ho  Nbe  ^ Cyrmant  30urce  is  ^ing  steaS.ily 

sehlce^ehehhrtNh  “ ^ ^dehlhrf 

SghLldmS°S 

exphfed  ?ohhh  h J™e  made  ^ Aperitive  that  another  source  he 
to.  prevent  a shortage  of  water  during  the  summer  nf  lo^o 

form?™  ^ rt3^  in  the  Sravel  north  of  the  Town  S a field 

Thfneh  ^/^"“ToTto'fd^lh'of  “Sns/11^83 

oa  pacity.  P Plng  when  the  P^-P  used  was  pumping  to  its  maximum 


Water  C»nt. 


) 


p 

Chemisal,  Bacteriological  and  Ce  content  samples  were  taken  of 
the  water  of  this  borehole  after  niice  days  continual  pumping,  and 
sent  to  the  Counties  Laboratories  London  with  the  following  results. 
" This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and 
is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute • trace  of  iron.  It  has 
however  a reaction  o.n. the  acid  side  of  neutrality  due  to  a high 
content  of  free  carbon  dioxide  with  low  carbonate  alkalinity. 

The  water  is  very  soft  in  character  end  has  a low  content  of 
mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  very 
satisfactory  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and 
wholesome  in  character.  Treatment  for  public  supply  purposes 
should  however,  include  adjustment  of  ihe  p.H  for  correction  of 
corrosive  characteristics". 

As  the  centrifugal  pump  used  by  the  Council  was  with  the  makers 
being  repaired  the  supply  was  not  made  available  for  daily 
consumption  during  1951  with  the  exception  of  three  emergency 
periods  when  a pump  was  hired  to  supplement  the  public  supply  from 
this  source,  pumping  approximately  100,000  gallons  on  each  of  the 
three  occasions,  through  the  newly  laid  900  yds  long  rising  water 
main  to  the  service  reservoir. 

The  whole  district  with  the  exception  of  one  farm  and  three 
isola  ted  houses  have  water  from  the  public  water  mains 


Pwellings  with  piped  supply  into  dwellings  392 

Combined  shop  and  dwelling  with  piped  supply 

into  premises  66 

Premises  with  stand  pipes  in  back  area  exclusively 

for  each  dwelling 35 

Number  of  dwellings  sharing  stand  pipes  in  back 

areas 28 

Number  of  dwellings  sharing  12  street  taps... 48 


The  model  byelaws  to  prevent  waste  and  nuisance  of  water  made 
under  Section  17  of  the  Water  Act  1945  were  adopted  by  ihe  Council. 

Water  ■ Sampling. ... 

3? wo  Chemical  Analysis  were  carried  out  with  the 
following  remarks  from  the  Public  Anylist  on  each  occasion, 

" It  is  water  of  excellent  organic  purity  and  satisfactory 
bacteriological  condition.  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
suitable  for  drinking  and  all  domestic  premises.  It  has 
corrosive  properties  and  would  be  expected  to  attack  metal 
pipes". 

As  the  result  of  submitting  a sample  of  water  requesting  the  amount 
of  plumb o solvency  of  the  water  the  followirg  remarks  were 
received  from  the  Public  Analyst. 

"The  amount  of  lead  in  solution  after  24  hours  contact  was  0.8 
parts  per  million" . 

Pour  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Carmarthen.  The 
results  were  satisfactory. 


3. 


r 


* 


Treatment  of  Supply.  * 

The  water  is  chlorinated  by  means  of  a drip  feed  of  a solution 
of  Ohli>ros  and  water  into  the  service  reservoir. 

The  acidic  and  corrosive  property  of . the  water  is  treated  by  means 
of  a drip  feed  of  a solution  of  Sodium  Carbonate-  and  Sodium  Silicate 
into  the.  service  reservoir. 

The- installation  of  a lime  saturation  plant  is  being  considered  as 
a substitute  to  the  above  treatment. 

The  Supply.  * • . 

The  quality  is  satisfactory,  but  a hardness  of  2°  to  3°  would 
provide  added  protection  to  the  water  fittings  in  the  borough, 

The  quantity  of  water  available  when  the  Tonn  Borehole  is  fully 
operative  with  a standby  pumping  unit  in  a second  borehole  will  be 
enough  for  the  future  need  of  the  Borough  of  Llandovery.  * 


Sewerage  and  Drainage, 

The  Borough  has  no  main  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme.  A 
temporary  off  site  sewerage  plant  composed  of  a septic  tank  and 
irrigation  furrows  received  the  sewage  of  37  Council  Houses, 

45  premises  discharge  their  sewage  into  the  culverted  Bawddwr  Stream 
passing  through  the  centre  of  -the  town. 

315  premises  have  drainage  system  to  cesspools  which  are  nothing 
more  than  soakaways  sunk  'into  the  gravel  subsoil. 

The  Council  have  not  undertaken  to  empty  cesspools. 

The  difficulty  arrisihg  'in  the  disposal  of  the  contents  makes  it 
impra  cticable  to  enforce  the  construction  of  water  tight  cesspools. 
152  rema  idling'  dwellings  have  the  ’cons'ervency  system  made  up  of 
pail  clo'se'ts,  e'a'rth  closets  and  priveys.  72  have  priveys.  These 
are  cleaned  by  the  occupiers  of  each  premises,  the  contents  being 
buried  in  back  gardens * 

Sullage  water  is  conveyed  by  open  channels  to  street  gutters,  and 
to  soakaways  in  gardens. 

The  roa  d surface  water  discharges  into  the  culver ced  Bawddwr  Stream. 
New  cesspools  and  drainage  systems  were  construe  ted  v.Ijo  drain  and 
receive  the  sewage  of  5 private  dwellings. 

The  new  sewer  was  laid  to  drain  a Council  House  Site  of  .H  Houses 
discharging  into  the  existing  temporary  off  site  sewerage  plant. 

A Main  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  ]pas  been  prepared  for  the 
Town  of  Llandovery,  for  the  construction  of  which,  a grant  has  been 
accepted  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-overnment  and  the 
Carmarthenshire  County  Council. 

As  the  delivery  of:  come  of  the  essential  materials  cannot  be  obtained 
for  between  24  to  30  months,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
priority  should  be  given  to  the  delivery  of  these  materials  for  this 
proposed  scheme,  owing  to  the  extreme  nuisance  caused  by  the 
emptying  of  cesspools  and  priveys  into  domestic  gardens,  the  discharge 
of  enillage  water  on  to  the  roads,  and  also  the  . discharging  of  the 
culverted  Bawddwr  stream  into  the  River  Bran, ' a tributary  of  the 
Towy,  nuisences  which  cannot  be  remedied  except  by  the.  construction 
of  a main  sower  and  sewage  disposal  plant,  and  so  do  away  with  the 
present  unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  disposal  of  faecal  matter, 
which  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the-  neighbourhood  and  may 
prove  dangerous  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  infectious  disease. 


4. 


Public  Cleansing. 


Household  refuse  is  removed  twice  weekly. and  deposited  in  the  area  of 
Llandilo  Rural  District.  Planned  control  tipping' is  difficult  as 
the  land  is  not  owned  by  the  Council.  Paper  and  cardboard  salvage  in 
collected  from  buisness  premises  and  dwelling  houses  once  weekly. 

10  tons  13  cwts  of  baled  salvage  was  sold  during  the  year. 

The  sweeping  of  Borough  Roads  are  carrie cf  out  by  Borough  Council 
employees  and  the  County  Roads  by  Borough  employees  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council. 

Sanitary  Inspection 
Dwelling  Houses, 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  154 

Number  of  re  inspection  carried  out  211 

Number  of  informal  Notices  served  15 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied....... , 11 

Statutory  Notices  under  Public  Health  Act  .Served , 4 

" " ' ."  . Complied 3 

Pood  Shops. 

Number  of  visits  15 

Number  of  revisits  8 

Bakehouse  s . 

Number  of  visits 15 

Number  of  revisits . , 3 

Icecream  Premises. 

Number  of  visits . 1# 

Number  of  revisits. 2 

16  premises  are  licenced  for  the  Storage  and  Sale  of  Icecream. 

1 premises  is  licenced  for  the  manufacture  of  icecream. 

Milk  Supply, 

Number  of  visits  to  Dairies  10 

No  Statutory  action  wp.s  taken, 

Dairies  an  Register  4 

New  Milk  Retailers  on  Register.  3 

One  dairy  was  removed  from  register  as  it  had  cea.sod  to  be  used 
as  a dairy. 

Licences  Issued. 

Pasteurised  Dairies  Licenced  1, 

Licences  not  Renewed 

Pasteurised  licence  (buisness  discontinued)  1, 

Licences  Renewed.  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  Dealers  Licences....  1 

5.  ’I’” 


Licenced  Hotels  & Public  Louses. 


t 


Number  of  visits  '.  . . 23. 

Number  of  revisits  45 


New  ladies  W.O.  have  been  installed  in  two  Public  Houses. 

One  cesspool  replacing  privey  closet  in  one  Public  House. 

Plans  have  been  passed  for  the  provision  of  New  Water  carriage 
sanitary  conveniences  to  replace  priveys  now  in  use  and  the 
providing  of  Hot  and  Cold  water  over  Bar  in  one  Public  House. 

Two  Public  Houses  heave  been  fitted  with  Hot  water  on  tap  in  Bar. 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  licenced  in  the  Borough. 
Three  slaughtermen  are. licenced  by  the  Borough. 

One  casualty  pig  was'  inspected. 

Pood  Condemned'  Luring  Year . 

Tinned  Vegetables 
Timne  d Milk  ' , . 

Tinned  Meat 
Tinne  d Pish 
Tinned  Pate  Foie. 

Wet  Pish  ... 

Bacon 

Tinned  Fruit  . . . 

Tinned  Jam 


381  lbs.  5 ozx. 
221  lbs 
107  lbs. 

. . 14  ozs, 

312  grains 
12-f  stone 
33  lbs 
117  lbs. 

71  lbs. 


Llsinfection.' 

One  house  disinfected  after  Tuberculosis  death. 

Housing. 

Action  taken  under  Section  11  of  'the'  Housing  'Act  1936  : - 

Pe'molition  Orders  were  sealed  in  respect  of 

2,  Crug  View  (failure  to  carry  out  undertaking) 

78,  Stone  Street.  ' 1 

76,  Stone  Street,  . . 

20,’  ’Kings  Arms  Street. 

An  undertaking  was  accepted  for  the  repair  of 
51,  Stone  Street. 

The  following  plans  were  submitted  *for  approval. 

Outline  application  for  the  erection  of  proposed  Cinema  at 
Broad  Street. 

Extension  to  Arosfa,  New  Road. 

5 New  dwellings  and  garage  at  Lower  Road. 

One  New  dwelling  only  at  Lower  Road. 

Renewing  rebuilding  and  modernising  Castle  Oarage , Broad  Stree* 
Extension  to  Bakery  at  Station  Road. 

Erection  of  scullery,'  surgery,  and  garage  to  Mae s-yr-awel, 
Lower  Road. 

Outline  application  for  the  erection  of  repair  shop  and  garage 
at  Brewery  Field. 

6 . 


Housing  Cont. 

Extension  of  existing  scullery  at  36,  Stone  Street. 

Erection  of  garage  at  rear  of  G-lasfryn  New  Road. 

Extension  of  Wool  Shop , Kings  Road. 

Extension  of  Re^rdl  Pumps  at  Castle  G-arage . 

Provision  of  new  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  Black  Ox,  Broad  St. 

Proposed  extension  of  G-wernllwyn,  Llandovery. 

Proposed  use  of  shed  as  garage  at  No . 7,  Towy  .Avenue . 

Erection  of  new  dwelling  and  garage  at  Towy  Avenue. 

Proposed  alteration  of  White  Hall,  Llandovery 

All  plans  were  approved  with  the  exception  of  the  outkino  application 
for  the  erection  of  repair  chop  and  garage  at  Brewery  Eield. 


New  Buildings. 

One  new  dwelling  and  garage  was  completed. 

Work  has  Been  completed  on  the  following  Buildings 

No.  4,  Queen  Street. 

Extension  to  Castle  Hotel* 

Repairs  to  Station  Hotel. 

Renovations  to  the  Three  Horse  Shoes  Hotel. 

Extension  to  Arosfa,  New  Road. 

Extension  to  36,  Stone  Street. 

The  work  of  erection  of  three  dwelling  houses  at  Lower  Road  is  in  progress 


Licences. 


Five  licences  for  the  erection  of  Private  Dwellings  were  issued. 

One  licence  valued  £600  was  issued  By  the  Council  for  repairs  to 
Eleri  and  Mererid,  New  Road. 

Four  licences  with  total  value  of  £1,118  were  issued  with  the  authority 
of  the  Ministry  of  Works  as  the  Council  had  exceeded  its  allocated 
licencing  ceiling. 

Local  Authority  Housing. 

Four  of  the  8 Agricultural  Houses  Being  erected  at  Kings  .Arms  Street 
have  Been  completed  and  occupied.  Two  are  almost  completed  and  two  are 
ready  for  the  erection  of  the  roof. 

No  tenders  were  received  for  the  erection  of  a proposed  site  of  12  houses 
at  Cacfelincaeau. 


I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr,  W.  Davies,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his 
valuaBle  assistance  in  preparing  thiqp  .report. 

I remain 

Your  OBedient  Servant 
1.  M.  HerBert,M.R,CtS*LRPP,IJ|P3«~ 
Divisional  Medical  officer  of  Heallh 
7 . Llandilo  Divi sion 

Llwyno  n , Aromanf o r d . 


